172                         Introducing Shakespeare

but now our joy,
Although the last, not least in our dear love,

What can you say to win a third, more opulent
That your sisters' ?

In the Folio the version is :

Now our joy,
Although our last and least; to whose young love,

The Vines of France, and Milk of Burgundy,
Strive to be interest. What can you say, to draw

A third, more opulent than your sisters ? Speak.

Editors choose the Quarto reading, arguing, presum-
ably, that Shakespeare would have preferred the common,
proverbial phrase 'last but not least.' Thereby they miss
the whole point of the speech. Cordelia was presented as
a little creature, physically overshadowed by Goneril and
Regan. Lear cannot understand how so small a body
should seemingly contain so brazen a heart.

When such problems occur, as they do frequently, an
editor can only follow his own judgment. In general he
should be guided by principles, but he soon finds that he
Qimot follow them consistently. He can only comfort
himself with the bleak thought that he will have the same
reward or punishment as all others who write or edit
books. If his work pleases, it will succeed; if not, it will
disappear. Editing Shakespeare is, indeed, more of an art
than a science.